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GOD’S PROMISE NOT TO FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE 
 

 In the Bible, more than once we read that the Lord 

promised people that He would not forsake them. God 

does not lie (Titus 1:2). The Bible says He is faithful 

(1 Corinthians 1:9), so He will be true to His nature 

and fulfill every promise, including His pledge not to 

forsake certain ones.  

 Shortly before his death, Moses communicated this 

message from Jehovah to all Israel: “Be strong and of 

good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them, for 

the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with 

you. He will not leave you nor forsake you” 

(Deuteronomy 31:6). 

 On that same occasion, Moses conveyed this 

message to Joshua, the man who would take his place 

as Israel’s leader and lead God’s people into Canaan: 

“And the LORD, He is the One who goes before you, 

He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake 

you; do not fear nor be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 

31:8).  

 Following Moses’ death, the Lord gave this 

encouraging reminder to Joshua: “. . . as I was with 

Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor 

forsake you . . . Be strong and of good courage; do 

not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:5,9). 

 Samuel, a prophet of God and the last judge of 

Israel, told all Israel, “For the LORD will not forsake 

His people, for His great name’s sake, because it has 

pleased the LORD to make you His people” (1 Samuel 

12:22).  

 The nation of Israel and its leaders were not the 

only ones who received the message that the Lord 

God would not forsake them. Christians, as God’s 

people under the new covenant (1 Peter 2:9,10), have 

the same promise, recorded in Hebrews 13:5: “Let 

your conduct be without covetousness, be content with 

such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I 

will never leave you nor forsake you.’” What a special 

promise for God’s special people! 

 One of the first takeaways from God’s pledge not 

to forsake His people is that it boosts the spirits of His 

servants. God will walk with them, walk among them, 

and be their God (2 Corinthians 6:16). Second, when 

God tells His children that He will not leave them, this 

gives them confidence/courage to face whatever 

comes their way. God’s being with His people does 

not remove their trials, heartaches, or suffering, but it 

is comforting to know that the One whose eye is on 

the sparrow will be with His servants through it all.  

 But are there not indications in the Scriptures that 

in some cases the Lord did forsake His people? If so, 

does that mean the Lord contradicted Himself? After 

all, if He declares “I will not” forsake someone, but in 

the end He does what He said He would not do, would 

it not be proper to question His faithfulness? 

 Let us go back to Deuteronomy 31. Again, in that 

section we read that God through Moses promised all 

Israel and Joshua in particular that He would not 

forsake them (Deuteronomy 31:1,6,8). God went on to 

tell Moses what would transpire after his passing: “. . . 

this people will rise and play the harlot with the gods 

of the foreigners . . . and they will forsake Me and 

break My covenant which I have made with them” 

(31:16). What would be the Lord’s response to such 

blatant disobedience by His people? He said, “Then 

My anger shall be aroused against them in that day, 

and I will forsake them, and I will hide My face from 

them . . .” (31:17).  

 What do we learn from those words of Jehovah? If 

His people choose to forsake Him, He will forsake 

them. In fact, that is precisely what is recorded in 2 

Chronicles 15:2, a message from God through His 

prophet to King Asa and all Judah: “The LORD is with 

you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will 

be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will 

forsake you.” That is clear enough, is it not? God’s 

promise to be with humans is conditional: for the Lord 

to continue to be with His people, they must continue 

to be with Him by walking in His ways. 

 Those who choose to depart from the living God 

(Hebrews 3:12) break His heart. And, their sin keeps 

them separated from Him until they repent and turn 

back to Him on His conditions (Isaiah 59:1,2).  

 When Christians read God’s great promise not to 

forsake His people, they say, “That is awesome!” What 

a great privilege to belong to Him. Let us never forget, 

though, our need to submit to His will at all times.  
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



THE FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID AND JONATHAN
 

 In modern times, we often speak about different 

categories of friends: friends on social media, “old” 

friends, “good” friends, and “best” friends. Some 
folks have only a few friends; others have a bunch.  

 Is “friend” one of those words we all understand 

without needing a technical definition? Probably so, 

but one simple meaning given for “friend” is “a 

person you know well and regard with affection and 

trust” [www.definitions.net]. Perhaps you have seen 

this quote: “A friend is someone you can do nothing 
with and enjoy it” [www.wonderfulquote.com]. 

 A special friendship existed between David, the 

king-in-waiting at the time, and Jonathan, the son of 

King Saul. Their friendship was a blessing to both of 

them. It is in 1 Samuel 18:1-4 that the close bond 

between them is mentioned in the Bible for the first 
time. There it is written: 

(1) Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, 

the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, 

and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. (2) Saul 

took him that day, and would not let him go home 

to his father’s house anymore. (3) Then Jonathan 

and David made a covenant, because he loved him 

as his own soul. (4) And Jonathan took off the 

robe that was on him and gave it to David, with 

his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his 

belt. 

 For most people, it is a natural thing to desire to 

have friends. What do we see in the relationship that 

existed between Jonathan and David, and what lessons 

can we take away from their friendship? 

  They made a covenant with one another (1 

Samuel 18:3; 20:8). Friendships which struggle to find 

common ground and matters of agreement will not be 
enduring ones.  

  They shared material blessings with one another 
(1 Samuel 18:4). What good friends do not do that?! 

  They shared helpful information with one 

another. In one instance, Jonathan warned David, “My 

father Saul seeks to kill you” (1 Samuel 19:2). True 

friends “look out for” each another. 

  They served one another. David once told 

Jonathan, “Therefore you shall deal kindly with your 

servant, for you have brought your servant into a 
covenant of the LORD with you” (1 Samuel 20:8). 

  They vowed to show kindness to one another’s 

family, even after one of them died. Jonathan’s appeal 

to his friend was, “And you shall not only show me the 

kindness of the LORD while I still live, that I may not 

die; but you shall not cut off your kindness from my 

house forever . . .” (1 Samuel 20:14,15). Following 

Jonathan’s death, David asked, “Is there still anyone 

who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him 

kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” (2 Samuel 9:1). David 

kept his word, giving great assistance to Jonathan’s 

son, Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 9:6-13).  

  They stuck together, even through trying times. 

When Jonathan’s father tried to drive a wedge 

between him and David, and when it became apparent 

that it no longer would be safe for David to come 

around Jonathan, their friendship did not waver  (1 

Samuel 20:41). 

  Unlike his paranoid father, Jonathan was not 

jealous of David. Most of us have seen friendships 

decay and disintegrate when jealousy took over the 

heart of at least one of the friends. Jonathan knew that 

he would not become king, but he was ready to assist 

his friend, saying to David, “You shall be king over 

Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul 

knows that” (1 Samuel 23:17). He sounded like John 

the Baptizer, who readily accepted his God-given role: 

John would not be “number one,” but he was happy 

for and happy to serve the One who was (John 3:30). 

  Their friendship was based on love, meaning 

they cared about what was best for one another. The 

Bible says Jonathan loved David “as he loved his own 

soul” (1 Samuel 20:17). Some have tried to depict the 

relationship between Jonathan and David as being 

homosexual in nature. There is zero proof that such 

was the case. They were grown men who loved each 

other dearly, but there was nothing inappropriate about 

their relationship. 

  The strongest thing their friendship had going for 

it was their individual commitment to the Lord. When 

David’s life faced great challenges, what did Jonathan 

do? “Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to 

David in the woods and strengthened his hand in 

God” (1 Samuel 23:16). What a blessing to have 

friends like that! Wise servants of the Lord choose as 

their closest friends those who care about their souls 

and want to help them serve God and go to heaven. 

 The Bible says, “A friend loves at all times” 

(Proverbs 17:17). We see that evidenced in the lives 

of David and Jonathan. Both Jonathan and David had 

fleshly brothers, but it is the friendship of those two 

that stands out in the biblical record.  “A man who has 

friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend 

who sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24).  

 Some people are “fair-weather friends.” That 

description definitely does not fit David and Jonathan, 

does it? They were loyal to God and to one another. 

Do others see you and me acting as that kind of friend? 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



ARE YOU STRUGGLING?
 

 I am not talking about your finances, physical 

health, commitment to exercising, or how soundly you 

sleep. There is no doubt that each of those matters can 

have a tremendous influence on a person’s life.  

 I am asking if you are struggling in your spiritual 

life. Specifically, I am wondering if you are struggling 

with things that we would count as some of the basics 

of being a Christian.  

 If you and I are struggling in some sense in our 

service to the Lord, we are not the first ones in history 

to do so. Moses had his struggles, as did Naomi. So 

did David, Elijah, Jeremiah, Paul, and Peter.  

 Dealing with struggles is a part of life. There may 

be some struggles which we bring on ourselves; in 

other cases, we may struggle due to factors which are 

out of our control. Let us not think at this moment 

about how other brothers and sisters might be 

struggling. We care about them, but we have to get 

our own affairs in order before we can be effective in 

helping others. Let us be personal: this is about us, 

you and me, and nobody else. Are we struggling? 

 What about your prayer life? Are you struggling? 

God says His ears are open to the prayers of the 

righteous (1 Peter 3:12). Are we offering prayers for 

Him to hear? God wants us to make our requests 

known to Him (Philippians 4:6). He wants us to 

“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 

thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).  

 If we find ourselves not doing much praying, 

perhaps we could give ourselves reminders, putting it 

down in writing on our schedule or setting our phones 

to remind us at specific times to pray. 

 If we feel like we are struggling with the content 

of our prayers (what to say), why not look at some 

Bible instructions about how to pray as well as 

specific examples of prayer? Study Hannah’s prayer 

in 1 Samuel 2:1-10, Hezekiah’s prayer in 2 Kings 

19:8-19, David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-19, the 

Levites’ prayer in Nehemiah 9:5-38, Jesus’ 

instructions about prayer in Matthew 6:9-15, and the 

Master’s own prayer in John 17:1-26.  

 Are the requests and concerns we express in our 

prayers all about ourselves and no one else? If so, that 

sounds like we are struggling with self-centeredness 

or a lack of thoughtfulness. Try having a running list 

of some people, events, and scenarios for which you 

can pray. Give it a try. 

  What about your personal Bible study? Are you 

struggling? Do you find it difficult to find time to do 

serious Bible study? We would never dream of 

declaring, “I have no interest in listening to God speak 

to me through His word,” yet if we are not careful, we 

can become so involved/busy with everything else 

under the sun that we unintentionally fail to set aside 

time to be like those Bereans who searched the 

Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11).  

 Just like praying, it is up to us to arrange our own 

time so we can study God’s Book. At what time of 

day do you concentrate the best: early in the morning 

or later in the day? Try to find a quiet place where you 

are uninterrupted by everything else that is going on in 

the world. That is correct: turn off the TV, get off the 

internet, and put your phone on silence or place it out 

of your hearing range. We need to feast on God’s 

word in order to grow (1 Peter 2:2). We know that. 

We also know studying is worth it. We just have to 

develop self-discipline to put in the effort and time.  

 What about your worship to God in church 

assemblies? Are you struggling? If so, is the issue 

humility? The Psalmist wrote, “Oh come, let us 

worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD 

our Maker” (Psalm 95:6).  

 Are you struggling to worship from the heart? 

Does it feel like you are just going through the 

motions? Does the communion feel like plain old 

bread and nothing more? Do you find yourself voicing 

the words of a song, but you do not pay any attention 

to their meaning? Remember, as we come before the 

Lord, He wants our offerings to come from the heart 

and not be lips-only (Mark 7:6). 

 Are you struggling to focus in worship? That can 

be a real challenge. If focusing has been a problem 

lately, may I ask if you are getting sufficient sleep 

before going to worship? An exhausted body hinders 

the mind from concentrating. Before you leave your 

residence to go to worship, do you pray, listen to some 

uplifting spiritual songs, read the Bible, or do 

anything else that might help you get prepared to bow 

before the great I AM in worship? Give it a try.  

 Do you find yourself being distracted easily 

during worship? Many disciples have found that by 

sitting up closer to the speaker/front of the assembly, 

they can concentrate much better. Others take notes 

during the lesson to help them focus, learn, meditate, 

and remember. You might want to try it.  

 There certainly are other areas in a Christian’s life 

in which he might struggle, but the three we have 

mentioned are fairly common. If you find yourself 

struggling in some aspect of your service to the Lord, 

by all means, do not give up on yourself! To struggle 

does not mean you are a hopeless cause. We all have 

room to grow. May we always give all diligence in all 

that we do for the Master (2 Peter 1:5-7).  

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



1 Thessalonians 1:6-8 – A GREAT START FOR THE CHURCH IN THESSALONICA

 It is in Acts 17 that we read about the 

establishment of God’s church in the city of 

Thessalonica. As part of his second-recorded 

preaching journey, the apostle Paul joined with other 

brethren to preach the gospel in Thessalonica. Some in 

that community, including Jews and devout Greeks, 

accepted the gospel (Acts 17:1-4). Thus began God’s 

church in that city of idolatry. 

 Not long after the beginning of the Lord’s church 

in Thessalonica, Paul wrote a letter, an epistle we call 

“First Thessalonians,” to the newly-established 

congregation. He described it as “the church of the 

Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Thessalonians 1:1).  

 Of course, the new converts who comprised that 

local church were not sinless. They still needed to 

grow, and they had issues which they needed to work 

to overcome. But, there are indicators in the opening 

section of Paul’s first letter to them that they were 

people who were off to a great start in their service to 

the Lord. Consider what we read about them in 1 

Thessalonians 1:6-8: 

(6) And you became followers of us and of the Lord, 

having received the word in much affliction, with 

joy of the Holy Spirit, (7) so that you became 

examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who 

believe. (8) For from you the word of the Lord has 

sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but also in every place. Your faith toward God has 

gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 

 Whatever good things are said about them, we 

need to ask ourselves, “How can I imitate them and 

incorporate those things into my life?” What positive 

characteristics do we see in the description of the 

Thessalonian saints? Here are seven items: 

 (1) They received the word, even though they had 

to face “much affliction” (1:6). There is a sense in 

which Christians are to continue to receive the word 

of God (James 1:21), but the reference here in 1 

Thessalonians 1:6 is to how they had received the 

word when they initially heard and obeyed the gospel. 

They did so despite the opposition they faced and the 

affliction that came their way. It takes faith and 

courage to say, “I do not care how others react or how 

they will treat me, I am going to obey the Lord Jesus 

so I can be saved and live for Him.” It is not so 

difficult when everyone around us gives us moral 

support to serve the Lord, but when we know that no 

one among our family or close friends will be happy 

about our decision to do what the Lord wants, it takes 

conviction. The saints in Thessalonica had it.  

 (2) They received the word with joy of the Spirit 

(1:6). Again, this is talking about their initial reception 

of the gospel. They received it with joy, just like the 

Jews on the Day of Pentecost who gladly received the 

word Peter preached and were baptized (Acts 2:41). 

There is no greater joy than the joy of having our sins 

cleansed by the blood of the Lamb! May we never 

lose the thrill of having been brought out of the devil’s 

darkness into the light of the Lord! 

 (3) They became followers of Paul and his 

companions (1:6). The word “followers” means 

imitators [Greek word “        mim t s”; Thayer, 

word 3402]. They believed and obeyed the same 

saving gospel Paul did, and in the process became 

servants of the Lord Jesus, just like Paul had. God has 

something called “the way of truth” (2 Peter 2:2), also 

recognized as “the way of salvation” (Acts 16:17). 

Paul submitted to that “way” in his life, then later the 

Thessalonians followed suit. 

 (4) They became followers of the Lord (1:6). 

Again, they became imitators of the Savior. Jesus 

wanted to do the Father’s will (John 6:38); so did the 

Thessalonians. Jesus wanted to do what God’s 

righteousness required (Matthew 3:15); so did the 

folks in Thessalonica. There is no better choice than 

choosing to imitate the Son of God! 

 (5) They became examples to all the believers in 

Macedonia and Achaia (1:7). In life, we see some 

examples that are lousy; others are excellent and 

worthy of emulation. Obviously, the Thessalonian 

brethren were the good kind of example, “a pattern of 

good works” (Titus 2:7). Every child of God should 

strive to be such an example, regardless of where he is 

and regardless of who is watching and listening.  

 (6) From them sounded out the word of the Lord, 

not only locally, but in other places, too (1:8). We call 

it “evangelism” . . . communicating the gospel to lost 

people. Keep it up, you people of God in 

Thessalonica! Do not grow weary in sowing the seed 

(Galatians 6:9)! Do not let your fire go out! Let us 

have a heart that “cannot wait” to tell the good news 

of God’s salvation to lost people who need Jesus. 

 (7) Their faith was well-known (1:8). They were 

not trying to impress anyone, but their faith caught 

people’s attention, just like the faith of the early 

brethren in Rome was widely spoken of (Romans 1:8). 

Is our faith alive or dead? Active or stagnant? 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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